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Home Away from Home

In the upheaval of the Sioux Indian
Outbreak of August, 1862, the Norway Lake
congregation had scattered to the winds.
The families had fled into Wisconsin and’
one group had joined the Lake Prairie
congregation along the St. Francis River
east of St. Cloud; where they were now
war time refugees of sorts. It was a
perplexing existence, to say the very
leagt, a time of seeming to belong
neither here nor there.

Norway Lake Revisited

Swen Gunderson Borgen, charter member
of the Norway Lake settlement, council mem=
. ber, and now a displaced person of the
- . St. Francis refugee community, was finding
his St. Francis existence just a little
wearing. He had been gone now for almost
twe years and he, along with everybody
elso, was wondering when they might return.
He wondered what things were like back on
his quarter section claim along the guiet
shores of Lake Mary. He decided that
he would make a visit back tothe farm.

In so doing he would leave about the only
known reccrd for Norway Lake for 1863.

, Monongalia County had been sealed
off by the State and only military traffic
was permitted. At Norway Lake abandoned
" cattle and a few hogs wandered across
deserted farm yards and down to the lakes
for water. A soldiers!' patrol had
noticed them in lMay, 1863, while proceeding
through tihe abandoned settlement. They
also noticed some wheat still standing
in shocks from the year before. "Still
in gocd condition,"™ a scldier noted.

Swen had two reasons for making this
trip back to Norway Lake. First, he would
make any needed repairs to the cabin and
secondly, he would put up a small stack
of hay at the farm, feed for his cattle
if the family should return out of the
grazing season. Accompanying him on
this 70 odd mile trip would be his 18 yr
old son, Gunder.

Taking a few provisions with them
and spending nicghts in buildings vacated
during the Outbreak, Swen and Gunder
headed west for Lake Mary. They crossed
the military patrol line at Paynesville
and then entered the empty and depopulated
Monongalia County.
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It was also a time of severe drought
in Western Minnesota, but it remains
obscure and little known as it affected
virtually no one. As Swen and Gunder
headed west, drought conditions seemed
to get progressively worse. Their route
was such that it would take them along
the north shore of Green Lake, and it was
here the drought was highly apparent. .
The lake was at an extremely low level and
the bars that cross the lake were all
now fully out of the water giving the
impression that the lake had divided
itself into three parts. There is no
recorl of such a condition of the lake

since.

When they reached Lake Mary they found
the lake dry. As far as putting up some
hay, the native prairie grass was short,
dry and stunted. Nowhere could they find
grass of sufficient length that could
be cut with a scythe. Cabins stood
empty and silent in the deserted Norway
Lake settlement. Any thought right now
of an organized Norway Lake Church would:
seem like many years away. After staying
at the cabin for two or three days the
twe returned back to St. Francis where
its inhabitants were reading accounts of
the recent Civil War battle of Gettysburg.

‘Rebirth at Norway Lake

In the summer of 1864, the patrol
lines were extended west and a military -
post was established at Norway Lake.

The Norway Lake settler families were
now free to return, and the very firkt
to do so was Swen Borgen, doing so late
in the fall of 1864. The long exile
was over. By 1865, the Norway Lake
settlement was expanding rapidly. Once
‘again religious services were being
held. There was, in fact, talk of
building a church.
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FROM THEN.TO NOW (C -it.)

Kristi-a

is her Name

As Rev..Andrew Jackson was beginning
his wnrk as pastor in the wilds nf Man~ngalics-
County in the summer of 1861, he was sn-n ta
nntice semething that was a little unusual.
There happened tn be a groun nf young men
and wemen around who had nat yet been con-
firmed. Morenver, they were new up in their -
late teens and early wenties. His church
was strict in such mettars so Andédrew was o
round Uup a group nf 19 ~f them ints what
cnuld best be called a "catch up" ce~nfirm-
ation class. The recnid would state that
all his ¢mngregaticns, including N~rway Lake,
were represented in it,

But-while this group was getting a.
little late in Eing ¢anfirmed, Andrew was
getting‘justi:a little late in certain areas
himself. He was 33 and as ~f yet, nnt _
married: Andrew, nf course, was nnt talking
about 1it, but it was an imprrtant area. An
unmarried. Lutheran paster was almast unheard
~f and Andrew had na intenticns ~f being
snme nntdble ex~~ntimn. And it wmuld be
with this cnnL¢rmalen ¢’ .85 that he was ten
1nadvertently design f£~r himself a highly.
rich grea in which these glarirg defid-acies
mlght easily be corrected. There would, in
fact, be ben of *heﬂﬂ

THere was Jmhanna and &~phia and Anna.
And there would be Chersti and Pernilla and
Hedda. And ene could certeily nnt ~verlonk
Annastina, Elle and Martha. All weuld make
a gond wife frr the preacher. Besides, seme
~f them were up in their twenties «nd that
awful. state «f spincterinnd (. the expressisn
of the timeg) was nnt that far away. &And tn
be referred i~ as a spinster was hat semethin j
tn lonk. farward te. hedda and 2lla weuld
certainly agree. And so would Pernilla and
Anna. T be the wife nf an up and caming
preacher Wnuid nnt be th2 warst that could
happen tn them. ¢ Arsti and JTeharna would
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go aleng witll that. ALl &+  d *o-a
1and Snph¢¢u'
And then th;Le was Kristi--. She was

certalnly in the minning, Andrew c~uld simply
net averlank her. PEut Andrew had tn play

it all very carefullyv. After all, he prob-
ably realized, pastors usually did net f£ind
their wives in confirmatisn class. There
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wnuld even be talk, Eut then, this was the
frontier. ©One had to be practical.
This subtle ttle contest, as it all

appears tm be,
summer and int~ thc £

tﬁU;d continue throughrut the
fall ~f 1861. Andrew

‘| recnrd.

‘refers tn them, "Strapping young men'.

iand the ~thers.
cize that Jehanna

tit could almnast

i

would crme tn cilass with his hnrses, either
driving ~r riding. And Annastina and Martha
liked horses. They tried te picture them-

‘selves s."ting in the buggy with Andrew.

And fnr that matter, alses very prabably did
Pernilla and S-~rhia.

Alsn mentimned as being members ~f the
were nine young men, nr as the recmrd
But
Frem Erick, Gustaf, Gnran
"hey hardly seem tn real-

1 Anna were even ex.sting.

class

nenthing is heard

Just how it all came abrut that Kristina
would be the wife nf Andrew is nnt entirely
clear. Confirmatien was Nav. 17, 1861 in a
lng cebin near Nest Lake - and what the
seating arrangements were lita fnr parents
and friends after the 19 class members were
in the building, there is unfmartunately nn
But the record shnws clearly that
Kristina wz2s a member of the <l-ss.and
shrrtly after cenfirmation she and Andrew
were married. Aad as fmr Chersti, Annastina,
Martha, Hedda and all the ~thers, they
would all be married within a cruple ~f years.
None of them wsuld have tn ¢mntend with
that dreaded spinsterhn- -

A Last Visit tn Nnrwav Lake

There comes a lee far Just abrut every
pastrr that he must leave a congregation
for a last and final time and is hardly ever
seen again. And Andrew Jacksen would cer-
tainly be ﬁn-ezcéptinn, alth~ugh it was tm
be under canditinns that he prnbably ceuld
never have dreamed of. On this strange and
fateful afterncor of Aug. 20, 1862, in and
around: the cabin ~f Bergit and Themas Os-
mundsen, the end »f the wnrld had suddenly
szemed te bz just minutes away. Ramrpaging

M? dvmkantan Simuy warrisrs could be ~n the
ZScene at r ansf any minuts. Nn nne was real-
l. - - 3 - . 4
{izing it =t the time but it was in this

turbulent sa=tting that Andrew was abeut to
coniclude a lact and final visit tn his Norway
Lake cmngregatincn.

The recards that ceme from it make it
seem like semething ~ut nf an nld Hnollywnnd
Western - and the dark-clad Andrew by hinself
aways sezms te fit naturally inte it.  As
far es these western scenes wmuld.gn, prob-
ably the best mnc w.:1d be right now as
Andrew is scen leaving this cabin aleng
Nnrwav Lake's seuth shore and hurrying ~ut
tr his herse tied in the trees and then tn
watch nim untie it in the quick and easy
way in.which 1t a2lwavs scems tn be drnhe.

western scene further,
ely be assumed frat

Tn enhance



v& would be wearing a brrad rimmed hat
Same kind (and black, ~f crurse). This
s @ time when no man (and prebably espec-
-ally a pastor) weuld bz caught dead ~ut-
dnors withnut his hat - end ~f the world at
hand nr net.

But it was now a time te leave, a time
to warn his mther congregatimns te~ the east.
Accounts differ —ust a little bit in des-
cribing this £ “2what momenteus departure in
that he "drave nff" A frade ~ff", but in
vhichever way he war Y-:ving, tima was naw f
~nf the essence, lest all ~f New Swadsn - and
he almng with it - should se~n be extinct.
There is nn recnrd ~f him appearing at
Norway Lake again. After almest exactly ~ne
year, this "Swedish Carnecti~n' had ceme tn
an end.

Bergit Intn Exile

It was a trait »f these esarly Norwegians
tn nrganize thomeelves intm their cnhesive
settlements and during times f upheaval
there seemed tn b2 nn =xceptirns. Dast of
St. Clrud is the St, Francis River and it
1s here that several nf these upra~ted and
now displaced M. .egilan settler families
from Nerway Lelze and Leke Prairie were ta
assemble during these climactic days nf
August, 1862, whey we 1d ramain until

s again declared safe -
and a few were w-ndering if this frentier
adventure was ~ver entirely.

It was a Zrustrating end perplexing

xistence, a time nf belmanaing neither here
nar there. Mnast ~f these “ple - now
war-time reiugzos of serts - were from the
Lake Prairie concreg-tima, but there were
several frem Norwey Lake. It is probably
Net unusual that the “irst names mentinned
2s being frem New=way Te'rz wauld Thrmas i
and Bergit osmindson and in their centin- |
uing pnlicy ~f always s2eming tn be caught
up. in thnse nnt " le cveats. Sever.’ frem
Norway Lake, hewever, were % disperse inta
seutheastern Minnesnta Aand Fioccansine
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This early Nerzwey Lake church, as it
existed at this time, had alce scattered,
but aleng the St. Francis a certain small,
viable spark still :remncined. It seems tn
center ar~uind Thaaas and alsa twe .- these
early cnuncil members, Swen Bargen and
Johannes Haavalsane.

Life went o~n. On July 17, 1864, the
child Sophinus Christian, son of N s and
Marthe Petteruon (Petersen) from Neorway Lake
was baptized by layaan Terris Tyse of the
Lake Prairie group. & few days later Nels

would reciprncate in kind by baptizing ynung

Antheon frem Lake Prairie.

This St. Francis experience would accur
entirely within the times ~f the American
Civil war. This V'.r Batween the States
would be strengly nnticed at St. Francis
when young Halvar, sen of Jorgen and Jyri
Pnstmyr ~f the Lake Prairie crngregatinn,
enlisted in t'~2 Uni~n Army and was later

killed at the Siege ~f Atlanta.

Rev. Muus at St. Francis

Nnrwegian pas*isr, Bernt J. Muus was
at times tn visit this displaced colany
aleng the St. Francis and ar~und a small
community with that name. o©n Oct. 23, 1864
he had arrived at St. Francis to conduct
services and smrn was to find his wark all
waiting for him. First ~f all there was
a backlng of four baptisms tn perfmrm and
for (all beys): Johan Peder, Andreas, Knud
and Jnrgen. This dnne, he then acknnwledged
the twn baptisms as previnusly perfrrmed
by laymen Tyse and Petersmn. Then came the
service itself and Rev. Muus preached a
Sermen.

The service was not done, hnwever, as
it was alsn Confirmatinn Sunday, and far
Anna Fjeldhaugen whe had been instructed by
layman Tyse. Then, as a crnclusinn, Rev.
Maus served Crmuunien . He warmly greeted
them all, ~ffering enceuragement fnr these
peculiar times.

It was annther day in the busy life of
Rev. Muus -~ and where the recnrd weuld
state that he was serving 28 cnngregatinns
at this time, scattered between Nnrthfield
end St. Cleaud, Muus always had a full
schedule - tn say the very least. And it
was here, alnng the St. Francis, beginning
with Rev. Muus, iiat Nerway Lake weuld be
served by Nerwegiaa pasters for a hundred
years.



