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A NEW BEGINNING :fi

by Orlynn Mankell

Probably nothing has had as strong an
influence at Norway Lake as the famous
Homestead Act of 1862, passed during the
Lincoln administration. Designad to pro=
mote and encourage a western expansion of
the U.S., it would profoundly affect the
Norway Lake settlements. Probably even
today the majority of families at Norway
Lake can trace ti'2ir origin back to some
"homesteader" who se*t forth for the New
World :from places like Bergen and Stavanger

twell over a Century agoa.

By 1865 a different appearance was in
evidence at Norway Lake. There were the
returning members of that historic First

. Settlement with its turbulent conclusion

" of August, 1862. But they were now belng '
joined by a growing tide of the new
homestead group and now combin’~g to furm
what could be referred to as the Second
‘Settlement. The long debilitating American
Civil war was over. The Homestead law

was in effect. Norway Lake, along with

the entire country stood on the threshold
of that great westw: 1 expansion.

Also returning back toc Norway Lake at
.this time was a man Haavel Haavelson,
,charter member of the early settlement and
former displaced person at St. Francis.
No one mentions it but it was possible that
Haavel was making note of the fact that
he and his wife, Berti, were both growing
older, being born in 1797 and 1804. It
is hard to say for sure but Haavel seems
to have the distinction of being the only
one ever to appear at Norway Lake who was
_born in the 1700°s (Died about 1875,
‘buried ENL).

-Also finding his way back to Norway |
Lake was frontiersman, Thomas Osmundson, who
with his voung indomitable wife, ‘Bergit,
-were to play such leading roles on the
early Norway Lake frontier.

A CHURCH IS PLANTED

Vlrtually nothing would return back
to Norway Lake in quite the same way as
it was left ba"k in those turbulent days
of August, 1862. It was to mark the end
of that ldosely knit parish of New Sweden
with its-five congrebations. It was to

.mark the end of Norway Lake as a frontier. '

lAnd no 1onger would Swen Borgen and Thomas
Osmundsqn barter corn meal for leather
goods w1th the roving Sioux hunters as
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they appeared around their cabins. The
new Norway Lake was in many ways. very.
different from the one.that had left almost
three years before.

Worship services were held in the homes
and during nice weather they were held
outside. But there was a grow1ng"$ent1ment
that they should organize themselves into
a congregation and build a.church. Among
the, very. first to take advantage of the
Homestead law was Andrew. Hedin. arriving in -
1865. It was in his home .that several
serv1ces were held, and, At was’ there on
November 19, 1865, that. the Norway Lake
Lutheran Church came into being. Nothlng
official remains from the meeting, but
Hedin decided he would donate land for the
new church building.

Then on January 6, 1866; also at’
Hedin's .the following resolutidon was passed:

"We, Norwegian settlers at Norway Lake,
have today come to the con~lusion that our'
church and cemetery shall be’ located on
A. Hedin's land in Section 13, Township 121,
R 36 {(Arctander). All of us who are
present here today are sat1Cf1ed w1th the
action taken.” :

The Norway Lake Evangelical Lutheran
Church was officially in place.. Its .
organization had come off smoothly but
the site of the proposed new church was an
entirely different matter and . would. cause
perplexing problems in the mcnths .ahead.
Norway Lake was expanding rapidly, and it
was difficult to determine where its
center would be. The Hedin property (site
of present ENL) would soon be considered
by many to be too far from the center.

By 1867 this great western mlgratlon was
on 1n earnest.
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The Norwey Icke comn 1egatjon coutinued
o expand repidly in the 1080's. Henrik

arson was nere fron Sigdel; Elling Storyrus

from Healingdal; Hons Henjum from Sogng
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fncders Helvorson Ifrom Landstorpen;
Christopher Lesteherg fron h“oeshe“"od-
Ancers ienjum from Sogn; liortin Gjelhaug
from Iend.
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A The three Thorson brothers, lels,
Reier and Thor were here from Sigdsl;
Erik Fegeord fyom Osterdslen; Dven Lurdeiioe

from Troncheim. One bord uas cormon to
all of ther. fThey were cll Homesteaders
seeking new beginnings under the pro—
visions of the famous 1062 Hoiesteud Act,
passed by Congres durlho the Llncoln
Administreation.

Jut this Homestead odventure wvould
prove to e rermovkably brief for Homesteader,
I'els Thorson. sifter years of plenning,
preveration, urcvell“g, woiting, etce, he
would cotch only o guick glimpse of his
nert of the Ilew Vorld in lwke Aadrcw Tovnsnip
before it wcs “lfeLdJ done. “~ously 11l
vhen he crrived in 1067, he was dezd alwmost
within hours

Twenty-six by Thirty in Knudson's Grove

It wes becoming aliost impossible to
hold worshin services in the homes. A
church wes soiely needed and the decision
o n
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s to one or two churches could no longer
he put off. It was decided eventually thet
there should be bhut one church, and it
would be located in the grove bhordering
Inudson Leke on lend donated by Ole Knudson.




e Crow River congregetion joirn- to

form & two point perish. 4L bo: ~ of friend-
ship existed between the two gror ps thet
went beck to the St. Irancis dey of 10631054,

The new church would %e
cnd the logs would he
rermbers. The builders would cecosionclly
rvn short of logs, but work continued and
the otructure wes completed in 166C. Very
little is koowvm about the "01d Log Church,®
ﬁhc cre no known photos. It seencd to
e il as uo;eunlng of o comprorise, aad
by the time it wos completed it was clrecdy

ilt of logs
T niched by the

')

too smell mnd obsolete. Dut, nevertheless,
it does stond out as b ing the mother

hurch of 211 future lorwey leke churches.

There was ¢ succession of Postors
'*vcc the Horwey Loke congregotion
af first yee .1.._). There vere =t
o 10uﬂ intervals betveern services
cruse colplaints ewong the
lf the intervel wes long, there
thing 2 pestor could be sure of
when he zrrived in the prrish. Rev. Thomas
Johnson would oe good exenple. Ile errived
ot Crow River to hold services on June 1,
1867, and right swey wes to find his work
all weiting for him. The record states
thet he performed 22 baptisms. The next
day he proceeded dowm to llorway Leke
where he bﬂntiﬂed 16 wore. lmong these
early postors ther
enéless he ptl.az-m-ueomcialh if it had been
¢ while since his last vieit.

L pastor, Reve A. Joncobsor would zlso
meke visits. Dack in his home stote of
Tllinois he had been o friend end college
clossmate of Pres. Lincoln's oldest son,
Robert.,

On Getober 17, 106S, Dev, Iars
Johnson I'srkhus wes instclled os
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Tull-time resident pastor of the Noruay
ILeke~Crow River Perish. There wes egtill
this continuwous westward nmigration, and
the liorway Leke congregetion reached

N

beyond Sunburg. It wes soon notice” that
the new church wes incdecuate and now for
out of center. It was then that the
congregetion decided %o build o church on
the first g_oposed site (site of present
East NOfUcJ Lc“e) after meny wmeetings on
the metter

cre clueys these constant,
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Rev. larkhus soon had a parish that

vas immense--to sy the very least.
Uig Grove joined Crov River. Ie orgen-
ized and served the Foot Leke (later
Vinje) congrepotion. He organized
Solomen Lake, In the 1870%s there were
two big changes. Horwey Lake was divided
into Zost and ”Qub Horway Leke in 1876,

ond Crov DRiver dropped out in 107S.
Bast ioruuy mke had finished its new

church in 1875, The reco.d would state.
thet arkhus wveg

well liked-but it
would soonn all chanpe. Storm clouds
were gathering.

OCut of Storm end Turbulerce

In the late X's and early &0's the
40"weglcﬂ Iutheran Synod ucs csught up
on the uestion of "Pregestinetion.’ It
then reached down into the congregatious
-=llorvey Leke wos no exception. leetings
were held repectedly on the motter. In
ueny churches the issue seeris to cone
cnd then leave, but ot loruvay Loke it
hung on cad on. It siwply would not =zo
awoye Ceught squorely in the middle of
thic on=going controversy wos the
uitfortunate Rev, lerkhus.

The postor hould have known solie-
thing wos wrong et this congregotion
neeting of July o, 18(5, when he wos
inmedictely voted down os nmoderotor for
the neeting, The pector wes always
predideant of the congregation snd cone
ducted bHusiness neetings. tiow was this
drestic chenge from mormel procedure.
lle then listened, vhen by e-vote of LO=11,
he wos dismissed L oom o211l duties. It
would be right here--centering on the
11 votes supporting hive-that = new
congregation had just been hora, and
which ve refer to tedey zs First lutheran
of Norwoy Ioke,
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